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1908 necessary, should be deferred until his return, and the Cabinet
55 anxious to do nothing which could give pain to their Chief or cause
him to despond about his condition. All through March the Govern-
ment marked time with the sense of change hanging over it, post-
poning important decisions and speculating on the future, which for
some of its members had become somewhat uncertain.
On 27th March, Campbell-Bannerman sent for Asquith and told
him that he was dying. He was brave and cheerful, spoke of Lfe
funeral, of the text he had chosen to be put on his grave, and then
turned the subject deliberately for a few minutes to things of the
hour, "patronage, titles, bishoprics," and ended by thanking
Asquith for being a " wonderful colleague, so loyal, so disinterested,
so able." e' You are the greatest gentleman I ever met. This is not
the last of me; we will meet again, Asquith," were his parting words.
An amiable wish to study the Bang's convenience joined, it may
be, with a natural desire to die in harness, had led Campbell-
Bannerman to prolong the situation, but at the end of March his
doctors advised him that retirement was necessary for his own
relief. So on 1st April he dictated a letter to the King warning him
that the formal submission of his resignation was on the way. This
crossed a telegram from the Bang urging that this step should be
deferred to the Easter vacation, but strong representations went
out to Biarritz as to the impossibility of this delay, and on 3rd April
the King telegraphed from Biarritz reluctantly accepting the
resignation.
It had been generally expected that the King would return to
London for the appointment of the new Prime Minister and the
consequent Ministerial changes. But departing from the usual
practice, King Edward decided to stay at Biarritz, and awaited the
formal submission by messenger. Then he wrote with his own haad
to Asquith:
JZiyig Edward to Asquith.
BIABRITZ.
Apr. 4.
The King has received a letter from the Prime Minister tendering his
resignation of the important post he occupies, owing to the very precarious
state of his health and also by the advice of the medical men who are
attending him. Under these circumstances the King regrets that he has
BO otixer alternative but to accept the resignation, and has answered Sir
Heary Campbell-Bannerman to that effect.
The King now calls on the Chancellor of the Exchequer to form a
government, and will be glad to see him here at any time that he caa
coave&iently come in order to hear from him what proposals he has
to make.